Coronary sinus injury during retrograde cardioplegia: a report of three cases.
Coronary sinus injuries related to the use of retrograde cardioplegia are uncommon. In most cases injuries are encountered with overinflation of the coronary sinus catheter balloon or traumatic catheter insertion. This article describes three cases of coronary sinus injury during retrograde cardioplegia administration in patients with ventricular hypertrophy, while the heart was manually retracted to expose the posterior myocardium. We propose that the risk of coronary sinus injury during retrograde cardioplegia, in patients with left ventricular hypertrophy, can be minimized by avoiding excessive retraction of the heart, deflation of the retrograde catheter during retraction, and the use of a left ventricular vent.